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Regional Center of Orange County Announces 2022 Spotlight Award Honorees 

10 Individuals and Organizations Honored for Work 

on Behalf of People with Developmental Disabilities 

 

EDITOR/REPORTER NOTES: Photos and access to the live and/or recorded video event are 

available upon request. 

 

Santa Ana, CA (April 29, 2022) – Regional Center of Orange County (RCOC) will honor 10 

individuals and organizations at its 25th annual Spotlight Awards Monday, May 2. Guest-hosted 

by Emmy Award-winning reporter Michele Gile of CBS2/KCAL9, the event is happening 

virtually through streaming media (for the third time, due to the COVID pandemic), with a 

welcome by Nancy Bargmann, Director of the Department of Developmental Services for the 

State of California, and introduction by RCOC Board Chair Chip Wright.  

 

RCOC created the Spotlight Awards in 1997 to honor those in Orange County who have 

advanced the quality of life for people with developmental disabilities. The 2022 Regional 

Center of Orange County Spotlight Award Recipients are: 

• Family Member: Joan Williams, of Glendora  

• RCOC Achievement: Beth Ann Pierce, of Lake Forest; Service Coordinator at Regional 

Center of Orange County 

• Direct Support Professional: Jordan Mapes, of Tustin; employed by L’Arche Wavecrest  

• Community Partner: Irvine Barclay Theatre, Irvine 

• Healthcare Professional: Bryan Nokelby, DDS, of Rancho Cordova, Dental Program 

Consultant, California Department of Health Care Services in Sacramento 

• Employer: Chevron Stations, San Ramon-based with stations throughout Orange County 

• Self-Advocate: Alex Zavala, person with autism, of Cypress; Environmental Services 

employee at Kaiser Permanente, Irvine 

• Lifetime Achievement: Liza Krassner, of Irvine; administrator, Manager for 

Accreditation, Program in Public Health, Susan and Henry Samueli College of Health 

Sciences, UC Irvine 

• Service Provider: Clear Motivations, Anaheim 

• Health & Wellness Achievement: My Day Counts, Anaheim 
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About Regional Center of Orange County: Regional Center of Orange County is the private, 

nonprofit organization contracted by the State of California to coordinate lifelong services and 

supports for more than 23,000 Orange County residents with developmental disabilities and their 

families. The Regional Center is the first stop for those seeking to obtain local services and 

supports to help them live safely and with dignity in the community. Developmental disabilities 

include intellectual disabilities, autism, epilepsy and cerebral palsy. Learn more at 

www.rcocdd.com. 
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