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Regional Center of Orange County Announces 2023 Spotlight Award Honorees
Nine Individuals and Organizations Honored for Work
on Behalf of People with Developmental Disabilities

EDITOR/REPORTER NOTE: Photos are available upon request.

Santa Ana, CA (April 21, 2023) — Regional Center of Orange County (RCOC) honored
nine individuals and organizations at its 26th annual Spotlight Awards Thursday, April
20, 2023 in Fullerton. Guest-hosted by Emmy Award-winning reporter Michele Gile of
KCAL News and CBS Los Angeles, the event was held in person for the first time since
the pandemic, with an introduction by RCOC Board Chair Chip Wright.

RCOC created the Spotlight Awards in 1997 to honor those in Orange County who have
advanced the quality of life for people with developmental disabilities. The 2023
Regional Center of Orange County Spotlight Award Recipients are:
e Parent/Family Member: Debby Becket, of Huntington Beach
e RCOC Achievement: Cathy Furukawa, of Long Beach; Training and
Organizational Specialist, Regional Center of Orange County
e Direct Support Professional: Eli Goldstein, of Lake Forest
e Community Partner: Lorri Guy, of Los Alamitos; Disability Support Services
Workforce Program Coordinator, North Orange Continuing Education (NOCE) at
the North Orange County Community College District
e Healthcare Professional: Thomas Megerian, MD, PhD, FAAP, of Ladera
Ranch, Clinical Director and pediatric neurologist, CHOC Thompson Autism
Center
e Employer: Edwards Lifesciences in Irvine
e Self-Advocate: Stephanie Carlson, of La Habra; person with an intellectual
disability, anxiety, and fragile health
e Lifetime Achievement: Elizabeth Santos, of Anaheim Hills; Elizabeth Homes
agency
e Service Provider: Rainbow Home Care, of Santa Ana; Magda Rodriguez,
CEO/President/CFO

About Regional Center of Orange County: Regional Center of Orange County is the
private, nonprofit organization contracted by the State of California to coordinate lifelong
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services and supports for nearly 25,000 Orange County residents with developmental
disabilities and their families. The Regional Center is the first stop for those seeking to
obtain local services and supports to help them live safely and with dignity in the
community. Developmental disabilities include intellectual disabilities, autism, epilepsy
and cerebral palsy. Learn more at www.rcocdd.com.
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